YEGO RWANDA’S COVID-19 UPDATE: May 2020
Reaching out to beneficiaries after the lockdown

Emmanuel’s RAV4 loaded with food items after the first shopping. Beneficiaries receive food at the Yego office.

The coronavirus brought on many challenges in the world, such as job loss, hunger, fragility, insecurity
and despair. Rwanda has not escaped this tragedy. Many Rwandans have been hit hard by hunger and
job loss, especially families with sole providers. The majority of Yego’s beneficiaries are single mothers
who have been struggling to get food on the table since they were unable to work due to the lockdown.
Allocation of funds for food
Yego Rwanda, in consultation with its sister organization Yego Canada, decided to give a helping hand to
these vulnerable women and families facing serious food shortages. Yego Rwanda staff earmarked funds
from the July 2019 –June 2020 budget which were not used because of the coronavirus lockdown and
allocated them for food support. A total of 742,700 Rwandan francs ($1,080 CAD) were used to
purchase food items for 30 beneficiary families, including six core women members.
Each family received the following items:








5 kg rice
5 kg maize flour
5 kg beans
5 kg sugar
1 unit soap
1 unit salt
1 litre oil
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Distribution
The distribution was carried out by Yego staff members Emmanuel, Athanasie and Divine. Mercy,
Emmanuel and Athanasie’s youngest daughter, volunteered to take pictures. The team used
Emmanuel‘s RAV4 car and took 5 days to accomplish this work.
Due to COVID-19 preventive measures, the food was dropped off near or in front of homes, sometimes
on street corners, while still respecting the privacy of the beneficiaries. The staff also reached a few
homes of beneficiaries who were mentally unwell or physically weak.
Along with the food items, every family received hope-centered counselling and prayer.

Emmanuel, Athanasie and Divine use preventive measures against the coronavirus as they bring food
support to Yego Rwanda beneficiaries.

The recipients were very grateful, thanking the Lord for hearing and responding to their prayers in
providing food. Some of them had spent days without food on their tables. To some, the provision of
food was quite a miracle.

2

For one family, both parents had been laid off before the lockdown. They were desperate because they
had no way to feed to their children. As Yego staff gave them the food support, this couple could not
control their emotions, happiness and joy. The husband knelt to give a blessing to God, to Yego Rwanda
staff and to those that had a hand in providing the food. They continue to thank God, who intervened at
a very crucial time in their family’s life. This is just one example among many beneficiaries who are
thankful to Yego for the food support that helped address their issues caused by the coronavirus.

Emmanuel, Athanasie and Mercy distribute food to grateful beneficiaries.

Core team women
The core team helps provide leadership to vulnerable women and coordinates the zones’ follow-up
work. Yego staff visited each of the six core team members to spread hope among them, as they have
also been negatively affected by the coronavirus lockdown. They received food items to support them in
these hard times. All of them were grateful and happy to see a familiar, friendly face and receive
encouragement, counselling and prayers.

Yego staff remember the core team.

3

Conclusion
The distribution went well and responded to the needs of the 30 families visited. But the food support
was for 3 to 5 days, depending on family size. It is unfortunate to note that this food is not enough; they
still need more. The other challenge is that there are more people who need food support though there
are other stakeholders doing the same.
Many thanks to Yego Canada, St. Andrew’s United Church and all our donors for supporting Yego
Rwanda to make a difference among these disadvantaged Rwandans.
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