
YEARLY REPORT ON YEGO VISITORS  

The year 2016 was a momentous year for Yego Rwanda, full of activities and visits from its different 

friends from around the world. For this Yego is grateful and thanks the Lord and the people that took 

time off to come and visit and be a blessing in the lives of everyone at and affiliated to Yego Rwanda. 

Slowly and quite steadily it continues to see the blessings from the Lord through its friends and their 

generosity to it for the benefit of its beneficiaries.  

In March 2016, Kae and Don Neufeld made their way from Edmonton in Alberta, Canada to visit 

Rwanda. Their aim was to conduct a healing retreat for the second time, Kae having come the first time 

in 2015, to conduct the same healing retreat.  They spent over 2 weeks in Kigali, in which: 

 They visited Yego Rwanda headquarters which is situated in Kimironko*  

 They visited the most vulnerable of the Yego beneficiary households  

 While visiting, they donated some household essentials and food supplies to the households. 

 They also visited the Kigali genocide memorial in order to understand the atrocities that were 

committed in 1994 as to be able to appreciate further the plight of some Yego beneficiary 

families who were affected. Kae having been to Kigali the year before had been there but she  

came with Don the second time. 

   

Kae dancing with women ( March2015 Healing Retreat) 

 

 The 3-day healing retreat occurred on the 18-20/3/2016 in Gihindamuyaga*and it brought 

together 20 women from all walks of life who had been through traumatic experiences. Its focus 

was on trauma counseling through community therapy, handcraft and bible based teaching.  

They left on the 22/3/2016  



Nancy Steeves and Dawn Waring from Sherwood Park in Edmonton /Alberta Canada arrived in Rwanda 
on the 15th of May 2016, from a trip to South Africa.  

 They began their trip with a visit to the Kigali genocide memorial 
 They then visited Yego Rwanda households  
 They donated food and household items to the beneficiary families 
 They visited Yego Rwanda Headquarters on the 22nd of May 2016 where they were filled in on 

the day to day activities of the foundation by its staff. 
 Later they were taken to meet the youth beneficiaries who were waiting at Kigali parents’ 

school* grounds. 
 The youth danced for Nancy and Dawn and they took lots of pictures with the children and upon 

leaving they generously paid for the youth’s bus fares. 

They left Rwanda on Saturday May 25, 2016 

 

 

 

On October 30th 2016, Rev. Gordon and Esther Oaks led a group of 24 ladies and gentlemen coming 
from within Alberta as well as other parts of Canada to Kigali from Arusha in Tanzania where they were 
touring game parks and sightseeing.  

 They visited the genocide memorial firstly and got a tour around Kigali. 
 They were welcomed at the Kigali Parent’s school grounds where they were performances by 

the Yego youth troupe. 
 They divided themselves into four groups and shopped food and other essentials and they 

visited and donated to the various beneficiary households of Yego Rwanda. 
 In the intervals between dances, beneficiaries who were also genocide survivors shared their 

testimonies. 



 At the grounds, the Yego Rwanda beneficiaries and the guests shared drinks and talked and 
danced together and had a good time. 

 The guests also donated books, toothbrushes, toothpaste, footballs as well as scholastic 
materials like pencils and sharpeners 

 They stayed for over a week in Rwanda, touring the country and seeing the different delights the 
Rwanda has to offer like the Nyungwe natural forest, Virunga, which is the home of the famed 
silverback Gorillas, as well as the Akagera national park. 

 They left on November 6th 2016. 

 
They l  
 
One of the people who had come with Gordon and Esther Oaks; Anne Loewan generously 
decided to stay behind for an extra week to carry out two one-day workshops to teach the 
“Tapping” technique* 

 The first workshop took place on the 8th of November at the Kigali Parents School. Anne 
was conducting the workshop in collaboration with Yego Rwanda and it was to a group 
of 20 pastors and lay leaders to equip them to better serve their congregation in the 
area of trauma healing. 

 The second workshop also took place at Kigali Parents School on the 11th November and 
it gathered 21+ women who were also given the tools to help themselves heal as well as 
others. 

 During the rest of the time she was here, she carried out 
individual counseling for an additional 16 people. She left 
Rwanda on November 15th 2016.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Joanne Vanderbeek and Petra Lewing landed in Kigali on November 
20th from Edmonton, Alberta 

 They conducted a three day Leadership workshop from 
the 22nd at Kigali Parents grounds with the core Yego team, 
comprised of six members. The goal of the workshop was to 
equip the core team in leadership skills on how to better lead 
and organize the healing retreat.  
 The workshop was also aimed at formulating an 
organizational structure for Rise Up Rwanda Ministries* which 

operates under the auspices of Yego Rwanda. 
 The workshop also gave a chance for the core team to share their stories and 

get a safe space to heal. 
 They visited four beneficiary households and they donated food and household 

essentials to them like quilts made by women in Canada. 
 They also generously gifted  each beneficiary household with a cash gift 

equivalent of a month’s rent. 
 Another reason for their arrival in Kigali was a three day healing retreat which 

took place on the 29th of November to the 1st. 
 The retreat took place at Gihindamuyaga,Rwanda, and was attended by 21 

women who had suffered traumatic encounters. 
 The women got a chance to share their stories in a safe and restful environment 

and Joanne and Petra carried out therapeutic teachings backed up by craft 
sessions as well as music therapy. 



They left on the 6th of December 2016. 

 

 

Footnotes 

Kigali Parent’s school: A primary school which tends to generously offer facilitation of venue for 
Yego Rwanda events. The headmaster is Charles Mutazihana. 

Gihindamuyaga: , a resplendent monastic guest house,  a  three hour drive from Kigali, six 
kilometers from Huye the biggest town in the southern province of Rwanda. The guest house is run 
by the St.Benoit catholic brothers.  

Kimironko: A suburb located North East of Kigali 

Tapping Technique:   A set of techniques which utilize the body’s energy meridian points. You can 
stimulate these meridian points by tapping on them with your fingertips, literally tapping into your 
body’s own energy and healing power. 

Rise Up Rwanda: A ministry promoting women’s healing from traumatic experiences through 
community therapy, music therapy, hand craft, bible based and other teachings as well as 
meditation as well as story sharing. Founded In Kigali by Emmanuel and Athanasie Gatera together 
with Joanne Vanderbeek, Kae Neufeld  and Petra Lewing . The ministry began in 2015 with the first 
retreat in March 2015. 


