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INTRODUCTION

This report includes information and updates on:










the computer-assisted learning (CAL) class’s first graduation
the launch of the sewing classes
the elite newcomer’s retreat
returning women and girl’s retreat
the inaugural men’s retreat
visits to vulnerable families
visit to the daycare centre
workshop for teachers
COVID-19 difficulties

UPDATES
The CAL graduation and launch of the sewing classes
March 4, 2020 dawned as a beautiful morning, because it was set to be filled with celebration.
It was the grand opening of the school of tailoring, the graduation of the first computer assisted
learning group as well as the launching of the second computer assisted learning group. The
event took place at Yego Rwanda offices in Masaka sector in Kicukiro district.
The event began with Kae Neufeld and Athanasie Gahondogo, member of Yego Rwanda board
cutting the ribbon to officially launch the tailoring classes. Then the tailoring teacher showed
her new students how to operate a sewing machine.
Next, Yego Rwanda dancers troupe entertained the guests with traditional dance. After the
dancing, the event was officially launched with a quick opening prayer by the master of
ceremony Rev. Gatera Emmanuel. He introduced Kae Neufeld, Susan Dueck and Mackensy
Cumin, as well as the present Yego Rwanda board members Cassilde Mukamakombe and
Athanasie Gahondogo who attended the event.
In her speech, the President of Yego Rwanda Mrs. Athanasie thanked the students for their
dedication and hard work. Kae Neufeld who represented Yego Canada spoke next. She praised
the students for their hard work and persistence.

Rugamba Aimable, a representative of the graduating class, assured the gathered guests that
they would be great ambassadors of the program, saying that the lessons they took would be
used to improve their lives and also the lives of their families.

The village head spoke last, praising Yego Rwanda for pioneering a helpful program especially
for impoverished people. He urged the continuing students to fully utilize the opportunities of
this learning, and also thanked Yego Rwanda staff members for their effort in planning and
supporting all these activities. She urged those starting their tailoring classes and the new
computer assisted learning group to show the same energy given to them.
To mark their graduation, select guests were called onto the stage and the students were
awarded with certificates. After the event invited guests were treated to a lunch and
entertained by the Yego dancers. To crown off the day, the head of the village ended
celebrations with a passionate prayer.

Retreat 1: The Elite Newcomers’ Retreat
As usual, the women’s first healing retreat for ladies took place at Gihindamuyaga, a monastery
located three hours away from Rwanda’s capital city, Kigali. This year three retreats took place
over three weekends from late February to mid-March. The first one took place from February
28 through March 1.
This retreat was organized for women with traumatic issues but who had some level of
education and who wanted to form their own cluster. Overall, 16 women attended. In addition,
there were three staff, two supporting staff and members of the core group, plus Kae, Susan
and Mackensy.
The drive to Gihindamuyaga was characterized by incessant rainfall. However, the ladies were
reassured that they would be welcomed by wide smiles from Kae, Susan, Mackensy and
Emmanuel. It was very beautiful because at first, they were shy to speak to one other but as the
days went by, they opened up and started having conversations with each other. The retreat
went well, and was characterized with sharing life stories, music and dance. The ladies shared
their stories way past midnight. It was lovely because the ladies were able to express
themselves and bond.

Kae, Susan and Mackensy led sessions on compassion, forgiveness and finding peace. They also
read from children’s storybooks on being human and filling invisible buckets to signify treating
others with compassion and love. As mentioned above, the ladies were overjoyed by the
chance to share their stories and be vulnerable. They said they felt lighter in their hearts, and
were so pleased to be given the opportunity to attend such a life-changing retreat.
They ended the retreat by giving a parting gift to the team that consisted of Kae, Mackenzie,
Susan, Emmanuel and Athanasie. The gift was through traditional dancing and singing and one
of the women gave a heartfelt speech. The women arrived at their homes, having already
created a WhatsApp group, the most popular internet-based form of communication in
Rwanda. They are able to keep communicating with each other as they go on with their lives.

Retreat 2: Returning Women and Girls

The second retreat attracted 18 women, two members of the core group, Divine, Grace, Mercy,
Pastor and Mrs. Gatera as well as Susan, Mackensy and Kae. The women who joined this retreat
were unmarried girls and married women. It was designed as a next step meeting, as all of the
attendees had come previously. These women were a 2 nd level group that was to be
empowered into the 3rd level so they could help give leadership to their zones in and out of
Kigali.
The women congregated at the Nyabugogo bus park on the 6 th of March 2020, and proceeded
to have a 3-hour bus ride to Gihindamuyaga where they were welcomed by Kae, Susan,
Mackensy and Pastor Emmanuel who had come to Gihindamuyaga a day before.

After settling in and having lunch, the sessions started with Kae doing the introductory part.
The ladies introduced themselves by saying their names and their favourite colours. The retreat
went very well, with themes on self-love, compassion, healing, forgiveness and faith. Since all
the women present were all previous retreat participants, there was an air of freedom and
comfort, and the women were familiar with each other. Mackensy and Susan were able to lead
some sessions; the former led a session on trusting in the Lord’s ability to provide, reading from
/

the passage in the Bible in Matthew chapter 6, while Susan read from children’s storybooks on
how to be bucket fillers and also how we are all united as humans.
The retreat was marred by illness, with many of the ladies who had come to attend coming
down with colds. This however did not stop the lessons from being enjoyed by many of the
women in the group, who particularly shared that they enjoyed their retreat particularly the
session on Psalm 23 as well as the one where they shared their feelings.
Another highlight of the event was that we received a testimony from one of the ladies who
had previously spoken about the fact that she had developed cancer due to the wounds
sustained from the horror she faced during the 1994 genocide against the Tutsi. She shared
with us a special testimony of how God had delivered her from cancer and that she was now in
remission. It was an example of the miracles that the Lord continues to perform in the ladies’
lives. The retreat ended well on Sunday March 8th, and the ladies left at 3:00 pm to head back
to Kigali.

Retreat 3: The Inaugural Men’s Retreat
This year was very special, because it was the first time Yego Rwanda, with generous support
from Yego Canada, Kae, and visiting facilitator Pastor Werner De Jong from Edmonton, held a
retreat for men. This retreat had been highly anticipated not only by both the Yego Rwanda and
Canada teams but also by the men who were attending it. The day dawned bright and rainless
as the men headed to Gihindamuyaga. Despite the looming threat posed by the swiftly
spreading coronavirus Covid-19 the excitement was palpable in the air.

The retreat occurred from March 13 to 15, 2020. Upon arrival in Gihindamuyaga, the young
men were welcomed by Pastor Werner, Emmanuel and Kae. Kae gave a quick introductory
session to get the men acquainted with each other. And immediately after, they attended a
session by pastor Emmanuel where he introduced the beginnings or the origin of the roots that
caused the Genocide in 1994. After the introductory session, Pastor Werner also gave a brief
sharing session where many were awed by the openness that was displayed in his lesson.

This retreat was peppered with quick 30-minute sessions of intense football, which Pastor
Werner initially participated in but later gave up. It also included two sharing sessions where
participants shared their stories, feelings and identified how they felt. After dinner, a quick
prayer was held, after which the young men had a quick game of cards before they called it a
night.
Pastor Werner gave a good lesson on the power of stories, giving a lesson on Joseph’s life,
challenges and God’s plans for him to save his people from famine in Egypt. The young men
also enjoyed craft sessions including building tall towers in teams of two using clay and match
sticks. These craft sessions allowed them to unleash their creativity. Late on the second day of
the retreat, the men hosted a talent show to showcase their different talents. There was a lot
of comedy, dancing, singing and laughter.
They were all pleased on how they were able to make memories and leave their past behind
due to the retreat. They now have a WhatsApp group where they keep in regular contact.

Visits to vulnerable families
On March 3, Kae, Mackensy and Susan visited Charlotte, a single lady living alone with
challenges. The visit was interrupted by the heavy rain and thunder. We met with her on the
side of the road, handed her the food we had for her, prayed for her, and left for our home.
On March 9, after the second women’s retreat, Kae, Mackensy, and Susan together with Yego
Rwanda staff, visited Alice and Pascaline to deliver food, a word of encouragement and a
prayer. During the confinement on March 30, Yego Rwanda staff were able to supply food to
Ascinati, Vestine, Angelique and more food to Alice and Pascaline who were facing food
shortages due to the confinement.

Visit to the daycare
On Monday, March 9, Kae, Mackensy and Susan visited the daycare started by Athanasie
Gatera to take care of the 28 babies belonging to vulnerable single women, many of them
supported by Yego Rwanda. The main objective is to take care of the babies, provide them with
educational foundation, a conducive environment for better growth and healing. As these
babies are taken care of, their mothers are able to go out and work to earn a living.

Workshop for teachers
On February 26 Emmanuel and Athanasie took Susan, Mackensy and Kae to the Kigali Parents
School where Susan spoke to an auditorium of teachers on the topic of stress. The presentation
was well received and the group was invited back to do another presentation next year.

COVID-19 difficulties

The coronavirus known as COVID-19 became wider spread beginning late February and early
March. This coincided with the time Kae, Susan and Mackensy came to Rwanda. As Susan and
Mackensy left early, they got to Canada before the country closed regular passenger planes
landing in Canada.
Pastor Werner and Kae experienced difficulty during the men’s retreat where their plane tickets
were cancelled without forewarning. They were alarmed as they wondered if this meant that
they would not make it to Canada. Luckily, they were able to get tickets on the last flights
leaving Rwanda. We are thankful to them.
All the pictures below show Yego Rwanda staff saying farewell to our esteemed visitors and
seeing them off at Kigali International Airport.
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